Chistiane Gossel's tips and papers.

“The technique supports and strengthens the theme. )

| strive after a communication with technique and material.
Exchanging theory and practice of the idea and the realisation

of the idea, it's a continuous process, but also a confrontation
about how to handle the material and how to handle the technique
and it's conventional ways of treating it."

Pholopolymer is a relalively young elching technigque, the goal of il is being envirenment Iriendly

(no usage of lerpentines) but also being able to obtain different tints in Gray and fine lines.

It brings back memaories about the pholographic technigue, however with extensive graphical possibilities
It is possible to elch (pure-elch) and to not etch (non-etch), more info tn lind on: www. polymetaal, nl

Al the moement | use the ‘pure-aleh’, lor the atched lines.
I'm nat particularly clear aboul how the non-elch lilm differs from the pure-etlch lilm, as | haven'l used
it too often, | started sailing on my former etch experience. The visible engraved line in the plate

was my motivation, thatl doesn'l mean that | won't be using the non-etch in the fulure.
#I:I'-'antaga ol the non-elch is thal you won't need a sour bath; dlsaﬂvantage Is you can't
print as many prints. For me this isn't such a problem, as | nermally don't print many,
only lor a commissioned order

| photograph or photocopy my large pencil drawings,
100em x 130 em. Those | bring on film. Important are the
blacks, finding the right balance in the blacks that are
well etch-able!

The variations in the blacks create space for variations,
morphing, lines that disappear from a theme, in film and
algo in printing

The subject gels placed on film and exposed on a copper
plale thal is covaered wilth a light sensilive tilm (‘non-etch’
film, or "‘pure-aetch” film)

The subject can originate from computer print, photocopy
drawing (on chalk paper) and brought to film

Alter exposing the lilm gets developed and eiched
I am deeply impressed by this tlechnigque; il's posasibilities,
the fine lines and disgolving the lines into dots

Points of interest for the
photopolymer technique

luppar or zinc: copper is more expensive, the adhesiveness

of the copper for 'pure-elch’ is undoubtedly befiter but zinc
will do teo. For ‘non-etch’ zine will do, copper isn't neces-
sary,

‘pure-eteh on zine': don’l work Lthe edges of the plale, a
small burr can cause the film not to adhere or that litile
bubbles between film and plate will occur,

Computer print/copy/chalk paper: evaery madium has its
own exposure time

With a computer print the ink gets injected onto the film,
the ink it thinnerf/lightern

A copy is printed in ink 8o thicker on tilm

Il you wish lo draw on chalk paper with ink (Easl Indian ink)
or wilth pancil onée has lo accounl for exposure lime, bul also
the elch-ability. Exposure dictates etch-abilily.

Temperature and developing bath: between 22 and 24 de-
grees Celsius“Be aware [o take into'account the environ-
ment and changing the bathe by calculating the temp, impor-
tant is not (oo warm, nol TW'WIHQ‘

Greaseprool plate: Usae cleaning liguids withouwl lemon
Moist the plate with a planl sprayer. 3:1 (distilled) water:
alcohol, and putl the film onto the plate. (For more info
check out www.polymetaal.nl}

!avuluplng time: +/- 2.45 min, continuous dabbing, taking
away the moist. Before etching the plate (second time), the
film has to be real dry. (Harden, in a light space or oulside
aboul 30 minutes)

My experieance with slching on zinc taught me lo peal off the

Exposure cabinel: Vacuum belwean plale and subjecl musl
be complete: otherwise the chances are you get bubbles.
There where bubbles are the film can'l gel developed.

To press and to develop: Through the printing press, then
leawve the laminated plate in a black garbage bag for at least
24hours

film after etching, as the film loosens around the etched
lines, so | only use it once.

Pearsonally | den't mind, the tane by cleaning the surface of
the plate, before printing, stays clearly object of importance

Drying: with hair dryer the lilm gels dry quickly, the longer
the better, Drying in a special drying cabinel is posasible too,
but tar me the hair dryer dries beltoer.
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